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Welcome to our very first issue of the “The Rock”!
My goal is for “The Rock” newsletter to serve as supplement to our standard mailed newsletter as we slowly progress
towards the digital age. Creating an electronic newsletter will hopefully allow us to engage more people with less cost, as
we promote and preserve the history of 503rd Parachute Regimental Combat Team. The goal will be to publish the
E-Newsletter in September, January and May of the current year. The E-Newsletter will focus on the history of the 503 rd
PRCT, along with upcoming, current and past events. As this is the very first issue, expect some changes to the layout as
the newsletter matures and we work our way through the transition of publishing it.
The electronic newsletter is being launched to promote our new website 503rdPRCT.org and our face book page, which can
be accessed from the website. The website will be basic and will focus on the Association. It will serve as our “front
porch” to the world and let everyone know who we are and what we do, and provide those seeking information or
membership and way to contact us. Our Face book page will help spread our message to all the younger generations who
prefer this type of communication. Be sure to follow us.
Interested persons can sign up for our E-Newsletter by emailing
Treasurer@503rdPRCT.org.

Todd Mayer
President Elect
rd
503 PRCT Association, WWII, Inc.

60th Reunion Celebrated in Fayetteville, North Carolina
The 503rd PRCT Association just wrapped up its 60th
annual reunion in Fayetteville, North Caroline.
Although “Hot”, we all had a great time as we met with
new friends and spent time catching up with old
acquaintances.
We had six veterans from the 503rd PRCT and 3
Veterans from the 503rd PIR, who served in the unit
after Korea and before Vietnam attending. Along with
that, we had a long list of Veteran’s wives, family
members and friends at this year’s reunion.
On Thursday afternoon, our Hospitality suite was
humming as our Veterans, Families and Friends settled
in for another great reunion. Our good friend Tom
served as our bartender and made sure everyone’s ice
cold beverages were wiped dry from the cooler before
being served, a critical job that did not go unnoticed.

Above- Members or the original 503rd PRCT.
Tony Sierra, D Co., Angelo Bordanaro, E Co., Russ Nelson, E
Co., Nelson Gatewood, 462nd, Kenny Lyle, 462nd and Gene
Karbowski, 462nd. Photo courtesy of Todd Mayer.
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60th Reunion Celebrated in Fayetteville, North Carolina continued
On Friday morning our group headed over to the
Airborne & Special Operations Museum. For those
of you who have never been there, it’s a great
museum and well worth a visit. It does a fantastic
job of telling the history of America’s Airborne and
Special Operations Units. The 503rd PRCT was well
represented in the museum displays. Our group was
given a special treat, when they brought out the
original artwork of "The Rock", by Thomas M.
McNeil of G Company, 503rd PIR. The original
artwork was painted on a duffel bag. Mr. McNeil
recently donated the artwork to the museum. It is
currently not on display to the general public.

Above- Tom Hilburn, Dave Hudiburgh and Rick Miller. Posing
with an original 503rd Regimental Flag that was used prior to
Vietnam. The Colors were donated at last year’s reunion by Lt.
John Keller, who served with the unit.

Above- “Members of the shirt club”. On Friday afternoon an
impromptu photo of all those who were hang ‘in around and
were wearing an association shirt. Back Row- Bill Marr, Tom
Hilburn, Dave Hudiburgh, Rick Miller, Nelson Gatewood, David
Llewellyn, Middle Row- Sandy Weldon, Nancy Young Bottom
Row- Phyllis Gatewood, Susan Weldon, Natalie Young, Rita
Santo, Susan Marr. Photo courtesy of Todd Mayer

Friday evening we had an informal banquet dinner,
followed by our annual auction. The highlight of the
auction included the auctioning off of Doc
Llewellyn’s "last man standing" 1936 bourbon
whisky. I did not sample, but I heard it was smooth.
On Saturday morning the group headed over to the
paratroop airdrop training area on the grounds of
Fort Bragg. The group got to witness several
paratrooper airdrops, along with meeting the active
duty paratroopers themselves.
Saturday afternoon we held our board and
membership meetings. President Elect Nelson
Gatewood is now President of the Association and
Todd Mayer is President Elect. The terms run for two
years. It was also decided that Rick Miller would look
into hosting our 2017 reunion in Texas. Later that
evening on Saturday, we held our formal banquet,
where the new officers were introduced and
upcoming events announced, followed by more
socializing in our hospitality suite. At the end of the
day, we all bid farewell.
https://www.facebook.com/503rdPRCT.org
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60th Reunion Celebrated in Fayetteville, North Carolina continued

Above- Rick Miller, Dave Hudiburgh, Sandi Kubicek, Tom Hilburn, Shirley Bates, Elizabeth Sierra, Tony Sierra, Angelo
Bordanaro, Margaret Nelson, Russ Nelson, Phyllis Gatewood, Nelson Gatewood, Emilie Lyle, Kenny Lyle, Mary Karbowski,
Johanna Hazarian,Gene Karbowski and Ruth Castillo. Photo courtesy of Todd Mayer.

503rd PRCT Association Officers for 2016 – 2018
President
Nelson Gatewood
2817 HWY 62-412 Rd
Highland. AR 72452
870-856-2216

President Elect
Todd Mayer
111 N Liberty St
Delaware, Oh 43015
740-363-8644

Secretary/Treasurer
Nancy Young
10445 Old Telegraph Rd
Ashland, VA 23005
804-550-3354

Past President
David Llewellyn
Box 41
Robinson, IL 62454
614-553-3615

The above can be reached by emailing Treasurer@503rdPRCT.org. This is the main email address for the Association. All
emails sent to this address will be forward to our Secretary/Treasurer, Nancy Young. If need be, she will contact/forward to
the appropriate person.

2017 National Reunion
Plans are under way now for our next National Reunion. Rick Miller has graciously, or should I say, was forced into
submission, until the words “I will” came out of his mouth, to host our next reunion in the big state of TEXAS. All joking
aside, our Nation Reunions are the cornerstone of our organization and we thank Rick for stepping up to the plate. If you
can help in anyway, please don’t hesitate to let us know. Perhaps you would like to host a future reunion?
Dates will be September 13th – 17th, 2017. Look out for more details in the near future.
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A Message from the President
Our 503rd RCT. Assoc. WW-II 60threunion in Fayetteville, N.C. was as usual, very succe
successful,
ssful, thanks to Nancy and her friends.
f
Our visit to the Airborne Museum was very interesting and informative. I was a little disappointed at
a the Airborne Jump.
The drive out to the drop zone was long, the sun was hot and the planes came one about 15 o
orr 20 minutes apart. The
rd
reunion itself was great, as usual,, seeing and visiting with our “503 Family” is always an enjoyable get together. I just
heard that our 61st reunion next year will be in Killeen, TX, in September, so put that on your calendar so you won’t forget
to be there.
Take good care of yourselves and we will see you next year.
Sincerely,

Nelson Gatewood, Pres.

More Images from our Nationall Reunion in Fayetteville, N.C.

The original painted artwork of the
“Rock",
Rock", by Thomas M. McNeil, of G
Co. 503rd PIR, is now being housed
at the Airborne Museum.
Photo courtesy of Todd Mayer

The entrance to the Airborne Museum is line with
monuments horning U.S. Airborne Units.
Angelo P. Bordonao, of E Co. 503rd PIR standing
next to 503rd PRCT monument.

Photo courtesy of Todd Mayer
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The Cat Patch, new information uncovered from the depths of our archives,
archives by Todd Mayer

An original Cat Patch owned by Richard E.
Gruver, F Co. 503rd PIR. Courtesy of Todd Mayer.

Above- A color copy of the original artwork that was created for the
503rd Parachute Infantry in 1942, as designed by The Walt Disney
Company. Courtesy of the Walt Disney Archives, Raymond C. Ramirez
and the 503rd PRCT Association.
1st Lt. James C. Hite of the 501st Parachute Battalion originally
contacted Walt Disney Studios in July, 1941 requesting that a new
insignia be designed for the 503rd Parachute Infantry (which would be
activated later that year). After
er a series of correspondence, tthe
Disney Studios sent the new artwork, along with the terms of its use
in January, 1942.
In Mr. Hite’s acceptance response to the new artwork, he noted that
“ the drawling indicates clearly, we believe, a combination of
American humor and the real purpose of our organization”.

The above image is a “still” from a film titled,
‘Parachutists in Training’ on training of U.S.
Paratroopers. A training of the 503rd Parachute
Infantry Regiment at Fort Bragg in North
Carolina, United States, 1942. Courtesy of Todd
Mayer.
Do you have a unique piece of history about the
503rd PRCT that you would like to share? Please
contact us at Treasurer@503rdPRCT.org

The above information
tion was obtained from a correspondence between
Raymond C. Ramirez
amirez and Walt Disney Archives, in 2014.
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Paratroopers Remembered

Paul Scheuerman

Burl Martin

“Doc” Llewellyn

I personally had a chance to meet the above three individuals at the 2014 National Reunion. It was a great honor to meet
these honorable men. Paul spent his working years as a plumber and enjoyed the outdoors. I enjoyed listening to his work
stories as much as his time in the 462nd. Burl knew my grandfather, who served as is squad leader before the jump on
Corregidor in the Mortar Platoon. Needless to say, Burl and I spent a great deal of time talking. I felt the chance encounter
gave us each some closure. Doc was a supper nice guy. He really made my family feel welcome at the reunion in his former
house, where we had a cookout during the reunion. Every morning at the reunion, Doc would sit at our table during
breakfast and have a cup of coffee with us and shoot the breeze.

Taps
Our Condolences go out to the families of these fine men
Robert L. Parks, September 13, 2016 (503rd PIR)
Paul Scheuerman, September 7, 2016 (462nd PFAB)
Burl W. Martin, June 26, 2016 (503rd PIR)
Charles "Chuck" Breit, April 9, 2016 (503rd PIR)
James Elliot Peterson, March 28, 2016 (503rd PIR)
Robert E. Grace, February 14, 2016 (503rd PIR)
Jacob "Jack" Weiss, December 4, 2015 (501st PIB & 503d PIR)
Ralph E. Llewellyn, September 18, 2015 (503rd PIR)
Above- Doc Llewellyn, Burl Martin, Wayne Mayer and
Todd Mayer at the 2014 National Reunion in Terre
Haute, Indiana.

Mail Call
Have some news to share, drop us note at Treasurer@503rdPRCT.org.
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503rd Parachute Regimental Combat Team Association, WWII, Inc.
Membership Registration Form/Membership Update Form
Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. First Name: ___________________________Initial: ______Last Name: ___________________________________
Address 1: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address 2: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________ State/Province: _________ Zip / Postal Code: ____________________________
Nation (If Not USA): __________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Telephone: _____________________________________ Work or Cell Phone: _____________________________________
E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________________
Membership Type (please check one), A complete description of membership types can be found on 503rdPCT.org

rd

⃞ Active, I am a veteran of 503 PRCT, Unit ________________________________ Years served: __________ to___________
Wife’s name (if applicable) ____________________________________________________________________________________
⃞ Associate, I would like to be considered for membership on the following basis:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
rd

⃞ Widow, My husband served in the 503 PRCT, Unit _____________________________________________________________
⃞ I’m already a member, I just want to update my contact information and/or pay my annual dues.

Annual Membership Fees are $20.00

Widows are not required to pay dues

Membership Dues are due each January 1st and are considered delinquent on April 1st

Payment may be made via personal check (U.S. bank only), money order or international postal order, made
rd
out to the order of “503 PRCT Association, WWII, Inc.”
Send Completed Form And Payment To:
Nancy Young, Secretary/Treasurer; 10445 Old Telegraph Road, Ashland, VA 23005
For Questions, Email Treasurer@503rdPRCT.org

